ANNUAL REPORT MCLSG
April 2022 – April 2023
The year marked emergence from Covid, although the Vaccination Van, one of several public services, was present for our September Car Park Fair. The second year of this village card table, presentation was run attracting some twenty organisations. Later the same King Charles was proclaimed in the Primary Academy playground later that afternoon.

The Fair, which really should be part of a larger Fete (Takers?), may not survive but the outside Book Swap, spring and summer seasonal Plant Swap, and the indoor Jigsaw Exchange, all Covid products, will continue.

During the past year (calendar 2022) over 5,200 people have entered and used the Library. They have been met by two-person volunteer teams from a group of 31 adult volunteers who have contributed 1600 hours over the year.

Libraries have never been just about books and we regularly offer Bus and Blue pass issue and renewal. The national Summer Reading Challenge, and weekly (Wednesday) Rhyme Time are part of the service.
We are available for letting for events and already host a monthly Book Group, Model Group, occasional craft workshops and British Legion Meetings. We have also hosted West Northants. Community Service Department, Northamptonshire Police, and the Northamptonshire Energy Saving Programme. A Monday programme for Winter Warming, coordinated with the Parish Council and West Northants. received little support, but this seems to have been the case in most Northants. rural areas reporting.
During the year we received Nancy Long’s Village Archive, a unique record of events, people and places. This joins a considerable collection of local books for reference. When we have achieved an integrated catalogue we are looking forward to further donation of Village scrapbooks and other material from the Parish Council.

Meanwhile we are collecting memories of the period between Coronations  (1953-2023) and always welcome photos and saved paperwork which people don’t know what to do with – this is the kernel of local history.

How do we fit it all in to the Library space? A recent volunteer, Sarah Guise came up with a proposal and with the help of her family and friends did a massive move in a single weekend. It has received nothing but praise and has released a new childrens’ area, a study and consultation corner with the archive, a Young Adults reading area, light and space.

This built on a substantial improvement in storage and kitchen facilities funded through Section 106 money derived from new housing development.

In the coming year we have funding to improve the Library frontage and expect to resume monthly events managed in the past by Maggie Smith. Debbie Evans is now responsible for lettings and Events. She is available at middletoncheneycmlbookings@gmail.com
Although we lost no Supporters from Covid some of our volunteers have not been able to work with us since 2020. After their up to twelve years volunteer service we are looking for a younger generation to build on what is very much the community hub which we ensured was saved from closure.

Volunteer time, creative ideas and publicity are always needed and such skills sometimes seem in short supply.  Libraries, even volunteer libraries, will remain vulnerable as a public service but we hope that our continued diversification … and a watchful eye for both opportunities and threats will keep Middleton’s Library growing as a community-wide service. 
In conclusion we must acknowledge the developing coordination with the Parish Council on matters of public information and events. 
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