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MIDDLETON CHENEY
Parish Council

PARISH COUNCIL GENERAL MEETING
To Join Zoom Virtual Meeting
Meeting ID: 878 9893 0200 
Password: 009680

20th July 2020

MINUTES


VENUE:      VIRTUAL MEETING USING ZOOM
Due to an outbreak of Coronavirus (COVID-19), which resulted in a Pandemic being declared by the World Health Authority, the Government issued legislation which meant that physical Council (or any other) meetings should not be held.  Therefore, Virtual Meetings using Zoom were approved for the duration of the “Lockdown”.

PARTICIPATING: Cllr. S. Jerrams Coughtrey (Chair), Cllr. K. Burgess (Vice Chair) 
Cllr. K. Jones, Cllr. R Solesbury Timms Cllr. W. Smith, Cllr./District Cllr M. Allen & Clerk/RFO/District Cllr. V. Furniss

20/491	Resolution to approve apologies for absence

· To receive any apologies for absence from the meeting.  Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies in writing to the Parish Clerk prior to the meeting – Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972. 

· Cllr. A. Deary – Self Isolation – Family Commitment
· Cllr. C. Bowden – Written apologies had not been received
· Cllr. P. Fuller – Family/Work Commitments
· Cllr. T. Rice – Written apologies had not been received 

· Proposed: Cllr. K. Jones	Seconded: Cllr. M. Allen


20/492	Members’ declaration of interest in items on the Agenda

· Members are asked to declare any interest and the nature of that interest which they may have in any of the items under consideration at this meeting

· Members had no pecuniary interests on items under consideration of the Agenda



20/493	OPEN MEETING

· An opportunity for individuals to raise any items concerning the Parish

· 3 Members of the Public participated to observe and comment if required.
	

20/494            Planning - Letters, Decisions and Applications 	Chair/Cllrs/Clerk  

20/494.1 Applications - Determined by SNC – Local Planning Authority

S/2020/0441/MAO – Land at Waters Lane, Middleton Cheney
· Proposal and Amendment – Outline planning permission for the development of up to 54 dwellings (use class C3) including means of access into the site, access, highways works, public open space and extended gardens to Nos.6,8,10,16 Waters Lane and 15 Thenford Road.

· Reduced number of dwellings

· Member of the public attending advised Council that they had written an objection letter along with others to the Planning Department when first raised and despite the changes being suggested they are still not in favour of the development taking place.
· Following discussion Cllrs views had not changed and the Clerk was asked to convey their thoughts to the Planning Department. 

		S/2020/0183/MAF – Land South of Thenford Road
· Amended site layout plan (plots 11-15) and amendments to some house types.  Amended technical reports.
· Residential Development comprising 2x1 bedroom apartments, 2x2 bedroom apartments, 4x2 bedroom houses, 7x3 bedroom houses and 5x4 bedroom houses (20 in total)
· Following discussion Cllrs views had not changed and the Clerk was asked to convey their thoughts to the Planning Department – objection.

		S/2020/1188/TPO – 7 Tenlands, OX17 2NL

· Yew – reduce limb in western crown by 2.5 – 3.Om, reduce limb in upper/mid eastern crown by 1.0 – 2.0m, reduce southern crown by 1.5 – 2.0m and shape (TPO124/1972)
	
· Cllrs had no objections or comments to make relating to the application other than they would want neighbours’ views taken into account









20/494            Planning - Letters, Decisions and Applications - Continued 


20/494.2 – Decisions - Local Planning Authority Responsibility

· S/2020/0554/FUL – 55 Horton Drive, OX17 2LL 
· Single storey front and rear extensions and dormer loft extension to the rear				APPROVAL

· S/2020/1093/FUL – 5 Stanwell Lea, Middleton Cheney, OX17 2RF
· Change of roof form to existing single storey on side & rear elevation.  Erection of single storey extension to side elevation.		      DELEGATED DECISION
				

20/495           Playing Fields (PFA) – Astrop Road	            Cllrs. Allen/Burgess/Jones

· New Sports & Community Centre Project – Update on proposal
· Cllr Allen said there was no further update

· AGM – Zoom Meeting
· Cllr. Allen had been asked by the PFA’s Secretary, Mr. Brian Amos, to convey the following:
· Confusion remained on the voting that had taken place
· Renewed AGM meeting to be reviewed and if re-set with 14 days’ notice following the Constitution’s guidelines for the appropriate people to participate
· Response to the PFA’s Secretary’s request for positive or negative comments relating to their Constitution should have come from the Chair of the Parish Council and not the Clerk.  However, it was explained to Cllr Allen that correspondence from the Parish Council comes from the Clerk and is in the PC’s Standing Orders which explicitly states that correspondence is carried out by the Proper Officer (Clerk) and not the Chair.  In addition, the Chair did not attend the meeting Agenda topic that was in question.
· The PFA are in communication with ACRE.  Cllr. Jones said her understanding after speaking to ACRE this is not an area they would get involved with.  

· Social Club – Way Forward
· Up and running following review/evaluation/assessment – Risk Assessments have been carried out and topics such as Fire Regulations are now in place.

· Police attendance & Risk Assessments
· Police – more presence has been noted
· Risk Assessments – under review




	
20/496          Community Wellbeing – COVID-19                  Cllrs/Jones/Burgess/Fuller
· Emergency Plan – Update
· Due to current commitments - Work in Progress

· Future Requirements identified
· Those needing help had reduced to 84 from 120+.  Help continues for those still needing shopping and collection of prescriptions.
· It is anticipated that the current free boxes of food will be re-evaluated and fresh timescales are being suggested.  
· Food Bank held by the Church currently has ample supplies if needed.

20/497	Finance Working Party					       Chairman

· Recommendations
· Recommendations were relayed to Cllrs and all agreed.  The Minutes will be circulated to all Cllrs outlining way forward and posted on the website.
· Council Approval
· All Cllrs attending approved the recommendations.

· Recommendations 
· Accept tree work quote from AGU for £475 + VAT, to be done asap a after bird nest season
· Getting a quote from one company to do all the remedial work in the play areas.
· Purchase a lockable outdoor cabinet for storage of cleaning materials, £114.91
· Additional payment to Litter Pickers for twice weekly play area cleaning, to be reviewed in a month.
· Pay Neighbourhood Watch subscription £20

20/498	Chairman’s Report					         	        Chairman	

· 56 Main Road – Fence line – Quotations - Way Forward
· Quotations were reviewed/evaluated at the Finance Working Party and Cllrs attending felt the way forward would be write to the residents of No.56 and suggest how matters could be resolved.  The Clerk was asked by the Chair to write to the residents with proposals.

· Glovers Lane Planning Application 
· Formal planning application has not as yet been submitted to the Planning Department at District.  


20/498	Chairman’s Report	- Continued	
			         	       	
· Peacocks Close – Update on ownership
· Information has not been received at the office.

· Barclays Bank – Mandate Change Requests
· The Chair offered to attend Barclays Bank in Banbury with the 2 Cllrs who have put their names forward to assist on the Mandate changes relating to signatories.  

20/499	Clerk/RFO Report		              		         	      Clerk/RFO
Risk Assessments – General 
· Numerous Risk Assessments have been carried out relating to both Play Areas and the Office – this will be an ongoing requirement and will meet insurance requirements.
· Notices have been attached to both Play Areas at Astrop and Stanwell.

· Came & Co – Claim – Solicitors’ involvement
· Solicitors will be taking matters forward on information they have relating to the Street Light in The Washle.

· Cllrs Wards, Portfolios, Working Parties
· Some still outstanding – those Cllrs have been made aware.

· Banbury Guardian
· Notice thanking all those who have helped during lockdown posted in this week’s publication.

· COVID-19 – Stats 
· The office has received information on deaths, new cases and Stats.  

· Highways – Relocation
· Highways have relocated to new offices and asked for forbearance/leniency over the next couple of weeks.

· August Parish Council Meetings
· The scheduled meeting at the end of August might not take place – Cllrs will be advised at 3rd August meeting.

· Moles – Residents’ requests
· We are unable to meet the requests but have sent suggestions on who to contact.

· No Ball Games – Signs
· These have been taken down by Grand Union and they will advise if and when they will be replaced.  Following telephone calls received Grand Union have been notified of the verbal abuse received by some Grand Union residents and they will be handling.  Residents contacting the office have been notified.

20/499	Clerk/RFO Report - Continued	              		         	    
· Chenderit School request relating to improvements
· A request on ownership of land close to the new building has been requested and this has been forwarded to Highways. 
· Chenderit would like to improve the area but would like financial help.  They have been given details of SNC’s Grant Funding Panel.

20/500	VAS Warning Signs – Update/Quotation		              Cllr. M. Allen
· Resident participation/Concerns
· The Clerk updated Cllr Allen on comments she had received as follows: General Speeding in the village
· Residents have written raising their concerns and these have been passed to the Police where appropriate.
· Residents are still willing to help
· 2 members of staff will need training on equipment both installation and mobile requirements.

· Progress & Quotations - Companies approached
· Cllr Allen gave an overview of responses he had received from the companies and basically 2 who would be able to meet the village requirements.

· Date – Equipment to be installed 
· Unable to state precise date until Cllr Allen has received confirmation on price relating to equipment and possible training, if required.
· It was agreed by Cllrs attending that this topic needs to be addressed promptly and if help is required in order to achieve this Cllr Allen to advise the Clerk.
20/501	Police Liaison						              Cllr. P. Fuller
· Communication relating to general speeding – update
· Work in progress – Cllr Fuller has contacted Police and waiting for response.
20/502	War Shrine/Memorials			      Cllr. R. Solesbury Timms
· Inspections/Cleaning
· Way Forward
· Information had been circulated to all Cllrs in order for them to understand requirements and costs.
· Following discussion it was agreed to revisit this topic next year and review the budget required.



20/503	Neighbourhood Plan – Update				              Clerk 
· Way Forward – Locality – Grant application
· Been successful and the Grant has been banked in the Earmarked Reserves.
· Glovers Lane – Developers seeking New Development
· Representative from the Developers joined the meeting and gave an overview to Councillors and those participating.  He said they would like to work with the Parish Council going forward to achieve a proposal that would meet village needs i.e. bungalows, etc.  

20/503	Neighbourhood Plan – Update. - Continued			              
· Consultant & Future meetings
· The Consultant has sent a SEA Screening Opinion and Scooping Report for consideration.
· Clerk was asked by the Consultant to forward to SNC, NCC, Historic England, Natural England and the Environment Agency.
Response to be received from the above within 5 weeks from sending date.
· Cllrs felt the Steering Group need to meet virtually to discuss and a meeting will hopefully be convened shortly.
20/504	Library – Statutory Library Requirements	         Cllr. M. Allen/Chairman
· Scheduled to re-open 7th August 2020 
· Select and Collect concept in place
· Volunteer recruitment still required

20/505	Next meeting
· 3rd August 2020 – PC General Meeting 7.15 p.m.


20/506	Urgent Matters relating to COVID-19/Lockdown – Unknown when the Agenda is being issued.

	None.







Signed:		………………………………………………………………….	Dated: 3rd August 2020
Chair              	



Chairman: Cllr. Sue Jerrams Coughtrey
Vice Chairman: Cllr. Kristian Burgess
Clerk: 01295 713500, email - clerk@middletoncheney.org.uk
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