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PARISH COUNCIL GENERAL MEETING 
Venue: Parish Meeting Room 

16th October 2023, 7:15pm 
Minutes 

Cllr Alan Youel, Chairman 
Cllr Mark Allen 
Cllr Kristian Burgess 
 

Cllr Ruth Hoose 
Cllr Nigel Mills 
Pip Davis 
8 Members of the public 

Meeting commenced 19:18pm 
 
23/252  Apologies for absence 
Absent with apologies: 
Cllr Richard Solesbury-Timms, work  
Cllr Rachel Washer, medical 
Absent without apologies: Cllr Edward Jerrams Coughtrey, Cllr Nina Truman. 
On the proposition of Cllr Mills it was RESOLVED: to approve the apologies for absence. 
 
23/253  OPEN MEETING 
Members of the public identified that they were present at the meeting due to interests in item 23/259. 
23/269 One member of the public stated they had supported the grant application and were willing to 
support considerations with any questions as they arise. 
On the proposition of Cllr Burgess it was RESOLVED: to move item 23/259 to directly after 23/256. 
Open meeting closed: 19:22 
 
23/254  Members’ declaration of interest in items on the agenda 
None 
 
23/255  Approval of minutes of meeting 18th September 2023 - attached 
On the proposition of Cllr Hoose it was RESOLVED: to approve the minutes of the meeting of Council on 
Monday 18th September 2023. 
 
23/256  Receipt of committee minutes - attached 
On the proposition of Cllr Mills it was RESOLVED: To receive the signed minutes of Finance and Policy 
Committee meeting September 2023. 
 
23/259  Playing Fields Association (PFA) “Governance and Operation Review” collaboration 

Representations made by members of the public: 
A member of the public stated a review of PFA governance needed as a result of financial difficulty. YE 
2019/2020 “All but insolvent”, reprieved by government grants. Larger cash deficit of the PFA anticipated 
this year. Maintenance costs are not affordable and the course for the PFA is not steady. 
Another member of the public said that how sports club contribute to the PFA needs consideration and 
indicated bias in this matter as an historic issue. Different types of charitable organisation could be 
considered to protect trustees and the land. The purpose of the PFA should be reviewed, why its there and 
for whom. 
Another member of the public stated their support for the Parish Council to work collaboratively with the 
PFA. Some work has already been done but the group needs to look beyond solving financial concerns and 
review the charity structure. 
Another member of the public stated difficulties of sports organisations in securing grants due to lapsed 
leases. 

On the proposition of Cllr Burgess it was RESOLVED: to establish a working group of Councillor and PFA 
Committee members. Clerk recommended 3 members (who can be substituted based on availability if 
needed). Cllrs Youel, Allen, Burgess and Cllr Solesbury-Timms as a unitary councillor. PFA to be invited by 
the Council to send representations to join the committee. Balanced numbers of representations from each 
organisation. Substitutions to be allowed on each sides. 5 weekly meetings commencing 2nd November. 
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23/257  Planning – letters, decisions and applications  
To consider planning applications as outlined: 
2023/6840/TCA 12 Royal Oak Lane, Middleton Cheney, OX17 2LX – No comments 
2023/7029/FULL 20 High Street Middleton Cheney OX17 2PA – No comments 
2023/6795/FULL 29 Queen Street, Middleton Cheney, OX17 2NP – No comments 
2023/6502/FULL 38 Chacombe Road Middleton Cheney OX17 2QU – repeated from last meeting 
WNS/2022/2252/MAR Land At Waters Lane, Middleton Cheney, Northamptonshire 

 Cllr Burgess left at 20:15pm 
23/258  Reports from Ward Councillors 
None received. Cllr Solesbury-Timms is standing down the “Ask a unitary councillor” surgeries to allow for 
community-based project committee works. 
 
23/260  Review of 2022 Governance Review 
On the proposition of the Chairman it was RESOLVED: to approve and action the Finance and Policy 
Committee’s recommendations: 
(B) (i) Minute details to be included on Schedule of Payments and Authorisation of Payments.  
(ii)Finance and Policy to review all regular expenditure, with end of contract information, at next meeting. 
(C) (i) ICC model to be reviewed and updated.  
(ii) A person independent of the bank mandate to spot check financial processes by tracking back 
payments from itemised on bank statement to decision minuted.  
(D) Finance and Policy Committee to review funds in Business Saver Account and interest rates at next 
Committee meeting.  
 
23/261  Internal Controls Checklist (ICC) 
On the proposition of Cllr Mills it was RESOLVED: to receive October’s Internal Monitor’s report. 
 
23/262  ICC model review 
Finance and Policy Committee to create a new ICC model pursuant to Standing Orders, Financial 
Regulations, Annual Internal Audit Report (AIAR) internal control objectives, Financial Risk Management 
and Effectiveness of Internal Audit. 
 
23/263  Review of expenditure against budget 
On the proposition of Cllr Allen it was RESOLVED: Pursuant to Section 17 of Standing Orders, the financial 
quarter’s expenditure against budget comparison and receipts and payments were received by the Council. 
 
23/264  Disabled Access Audit 
On the proposition of Cllr Allen it was RESOLVED: to source quotes on features the Council would like to 
consider changing (italics on report). 
 
23/265  Health and Safety Policy – attached 
On the proposition of the Chairman it was RESOLVED: to adopt the Health and Safety Policy. 
 
23/266  General Data Consents 
On the recommendation of the Finance and Policy Committee, Clerk to update consents and report back to 
Finance and Policy in 6 months. Full Council to include direction to privacy notice information for Council 
domain emails and postal correspondence. 
 
23/267  Communications strategy 
Councillors to expand on some of the recommendations and return to Full Council. 
 
23/268  Parish Council Events calendar and budget 
Deferred: Council to decide a repeating annual calendar of events (Remembrance Day, Halloween, 
Christmas etc.) for Finance and Policy to consider a budget during budget-setting process. 
 
23/269  Grant application 
On the proposition of Cllr Hoose it was RESOLVED: To approve the grant application received from Ma-
Mites parent-toddler group under the Grants and Donations Policy, deferred until next financial year to 
allow to be considered in budget-setting. 
 

https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2023/6840/TCA
https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2023/7029/FULL
http://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2023/6795/FULL
http://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2023/6502/FULL
http://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/WNS/2022/2252/MAR
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23/270  Council Office Christmas Closure 
Christmas close-down: 22nd December 2023, re-ropen 2nd January 2024. 
 
23/271  Christmas lights and events 
On the proposition of Cllr Allen it was RESOLVED: To engage previous light supplier for solar ½ Christmas 
trees. 
 
23/272  Matters for information 
Cllr Hoose referred to the West Northants bus public consultation. Route 500 may be up for review. 
Councillors encouraged to send in their views. Previous petitioning letter sent to Stagecoach can be 
recirculated to village as a guide. 
 
23/273  Next meeting  
18th October 2023 – Extraordinary Council Meeting. 
20th November 2023 – Full Council Meeting. 
 
Meeting closed 22:05pm 
 

Signed:   Pip Davis 
Clerk / RFO to Middleton Cheney Parish Council. 
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PARISH COUNCIL GENERAL MEETING 

Venue: Parish Meeting Room 
20th November 2023, 7:15pm 

Minutes 
Cllr Nina Truman, Chairman of meeting 
Cllr Mark Allen 
Cllr Kristian Burgess (Late 19:39) 
Cllr Ruth Hoose 

Cllr Nigel Mills 
Pip Davis 
2 Members of the public 

 
Meeting started: 19:15 
 
23/283  Apologies for absence 
Apologies received Cllr Youel, Cllr Jerrams Coughtrey, Cllr Burgess, Cllr Solesbury-Timms. 
On the proposition of Cllr Allen it was RESOLVED: to approve the apologies for absence. 
 
23/284  OPEN MEETING 
A resident made representations on item 23/295 stating will to join an Events Task and Finish Group and 
suggested PFA willing to work towards a fete. 
End of open meeting 19:17 
 
23/285  Members’ declaration of interest in items on the agenda 
None 
 
23/286  Approval of minutes of extraordinary meeting 2nd November 2023 - attached 
On the proposition of Cllr Mills it was RESOLVED: to approve the minutes of meeting 2nd November 2023. 
 
23/287  Receipt of committee minutes - attached 
Minutes of Finance and Policy Committee meeting 1st November 2023 received. 
 
23/288  Planning – letters, decisions and applications - attached 
2023/6382/FULL 12 Ashlade Middleton Cheney OX17 2PU No Comments 
2023/7444/FULL 10 Glovers Lane Middleton Cheney OX17 2NU No Comments 
2023/6081/FULL 81 Bull Baulk Middleton Cheney West Northamptonshire OX17 2SP No Comments 
2023/7573/TCA 2 Rectory Lane Middleton Cheney OX17 2NZ 
2023/7675/FULL Longacre House Astrop Road Middleton Cheney OX17 2PH No Comments 
 
23/289  Reports from Ward Councillors 
Apologies from Cllr Herring. No reports. 
 
23/290  2050 Vision - attached 
Council to use website, noticeboards etc. to encourage resident direct engagement. To create a parish 
response to present needs of Middleton Cheney as a neighbouring parish and “visitors” of the Town 
Centre. Virtual task and finish group co-ordinated by Cllr Hoose to draft Council statement to the 2050 
Vision group. 
 
23/291  Trees and planting options - attached 
Cllr Washer, Truman and Burgess to meet to identify areas for planting. 
 
23/292  Village Maintenance 
To consider remedial works to maintain village amenities. DEFERRED due to lack of quotes. 
 
23/293  Grant application 
Recommendation of the Finance and Policy Committee was not to award the grant due to the very small 
number of parishioners benefitting from a considerable sum. On the proposition of the Chairman it was 
RESOLVED: To decline the grant application. 

https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2023/6382/FULL?cuuid=6E68F818-8521-4B8C-A89D-60BFD0E901D6
https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2023/7444/FULL?cuuid=B733EF26-1155-405D-BE16-169829C11CE4
https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2023/6081/FULL?cuuid=91EB306A-22EB-4234-85DD-8D4DE07C56EE
https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2023/7573/TCA?cuuid=3F6D2E92-71FF-485C-B86E-A829C07A7521
https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2023/7675/FULL?cuuid=32E5CEA1-E1AC-46B9-9F01-B60D0596E5C2
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23/294  Review of Remembrance Parade event 
Cllr Burgess and Cllr Solesbury-Timms to draft feedback regarding traffic management. 
 
23/295  Events Task and Finish Group 
On the recommendation of Cllr Burgess it was RESOLVED: To establish a task and finish group to include 
Cllr Mills, Burgess, considering the calendar of all events in the village to identify the greatest need for 
Council coordinated event. Report back by February. Events task and finish group to be advertised to 
residents. 
 
23/296  Authorisation of Payments - attached 
On the recommendation of Cllr Burgess it was RESOLVED: To approve and provide dual signatory on 
payments scheduled October 2023 – November 2023.  
 
23/297  Matters for information 
None 
 
23/298  Next meeting  
6th December 2023 – Finance and Policy Committee 
18th December 2023 – Full Council Meeting. 
 
Meeting closed: 20:58 
 

Signed:   Pip Davis 
Clerk / RFO to Middleton Cheney Parish Council. 
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FINANCE & POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING  

Location: Parish Meeting Room  
6th December 2023  

Minutes 
Present: 
Cllr Mark Allen, Chairman of Committee 
Cllr Ruth Hoose 
 
 
 
Meeting started 19:07pm 
 
 
 

 
End of meeting 21:18pm 
Signed:  
 Clerk / RFO to Middleton Cheney Parish Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cllr Alan Youel 
Pip Davis, Clerk and RFO 
 

1. Resolution to approve apologies for absence. 
None 

2. Declarations of interest. 
None 

3. Approval of minutes of meeting of 1st November 2023 
On the proposition of Cllr Mills it was RESOLVED: to approve minutes of meeting 1st November 
2023. 

4. Preparation of draft budget for the financial year 2024/25. 
Recommendation to full council to raise a budget of £173,190 as per proposed individual budgets 
review. 

5. Precept 

Recommendation to full council to raise a precept demand of £132,935, allowing a budget of 

£173,190 less income of £19,255 and contribution of the parish council’s general reserves of 

£21,000. 

6. Hearing loops 
Recommendation to full council to seek a survey for hearing loop requirements. 

7. Review of policies 
Map of graves / cemetery. Recommend Scripti/Pear Technology is contracted to map the cemetery 
Pension and retirement policy. Draft received, review next committee meeting. 
Publication scheme. Update date of adoption section 2.1 to 18th December (or whatever the adoption 
date is). 
Asbestos policy. Recommend adoption to full council. 
 

8. Urgent Business. 
None  
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HUMAN RESOURCE COMMITTEE MEETING  
Location: Parish Meeting Room  

05th December 2023  
Minutes 

 
Present: 
Cllr Mark Allen, Committee Chairman 
Cllr Ruth Hoose 
Cllr Richard Solesbury-Timms 

Cllr Nina Truman 
Cllr Alan Youel 
Via Zoom, 7:30PM, Pip Davis, Clerk 

 
Meeting started 7:00PM 

1. Resolution to approve apologies for absence. 
None received 
 

2. Declarations of interest. 
None 
 

3. Approval of minutes of meeting of 17th August 2023. 
On the proposition of Cllr Youel it was RESOLVED: to approve minutes of meeting 17th August 2023 
 

4. Resolution to exclude the public  
On the proposition of the Chairman it was RESOLVED: to exclude press and public. 
 

5. Staffing matters 
The HR Committee agrees with the suggestion regarding timing for staff to undertake qualification 
certification. The Committee supports a change in staff member’s hours. Cllr Allen and Cllr Youel to 
take on website updates and arranging notices. Cllr Hoose and Cllr Truman to source content for 
newsletters and Cllr Allen to format. 
Staff member’s role, scope, and responsibilities to be reviewed and confirmed at appraisal. 
 

6. Recruitment 
Recommendation of the HR Committee that no further recruitment will be undertaken at this time. 
 

7. Finance 
The HR Committee has financial recommendations to present to the Finance and Policy 
Committee’s next meeting for budget-setting consideration of 8% increase to a nominal code. 
 

8. Urgent Business 
None 

 
End of meeting: 8:40PM 
 
Signed:  
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Application 

Number 

Comments due Location Proposal Parish Council Comments 

Applications Determined 

APP/W2845/W/23/
3315771 

STATUS: Appeal 
allowed 

Land South of Halse Road 
Greatworth 
Northamptonshire 
NN13 6EB 

The appeal is allowed and planning permission is granted for the construction 
of a solar farm and battery stations together with all associated works, 
equipment and necessary infrastructure on land at Halse Road, south of 
Greatworth, Northamptonshire NN13 6EB in accordance with the terms of the 
application, Ref WNS/2022/0557/EIA, dated 10 March 2022, subject to the 
conditions set out in the attached Schedule. 

2023/6081/FULL STATUS: Approved 81 Bull Baulk Middleton 
Cheney West 
Northamptonshire OX17 2SP 
First floor rear extension and 
related works.  

First floor rear extension and related works.  

2023/5941/FULL STATUS: Approved 8 Washle Drive Middleton 
Cheney West 
Northamptonshire OX17 2PX 

Proposed two storey side and part front extension with associated internal and 
external works. 

2023/7230/COND STATUS: Approved Pinfold Cottage, 66 Main 
Road, Middleton Cheney, 
OX17 2LT 

Condition 6 of WNS/2022/1843/LBC [Ceiling Details]. Applicaton for approval 
of details submitted pursuant to Condition 6 of Planning Permission 
WNS/2022/1843/LBC [Vehicle entrance, internal & external alterations - see 
Description of works on Design & Access Statement] 

    

Applications Received 

2023/7737/FULL 26/12/2023 Land Adjacent 145 Main 
Road Mansion Hill Middleton 
Cheney OX17 2PW 

Two self build dwellings  

     

     

https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ViewCase.aspx?caseid=3315771
https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ViewCase.aspx?caseid=3315771
https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2023/6081/FULL?cuuid=91EB306A-22EB-4234-85DD-8D4DE07C56EE
https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2023/5941/FULL
https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2023/7230/COND
https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2023/7737/FULL?cuuid=4D587DE3-BC47-4977-B4C8-F106B0C1B356
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Banbury 2050 
Middleton Cheney Parish Council draft response. 

 
Middleton Cheney has a population of 3,600 (2011 census) and we are 3 miles from Banbury. 
Although our local council is West Northants the majority of the population of Middleton access 
Banbury for leisure and shopping as well as for employment and education. 
In the past few years residents of Middleton have felt that the town centre is not meeting their 
needs. With the Gateway retail park close to the M40 junction many are no longer going into the 
town centre on a regular basis.  The traffic congestion, lack of affordable parking and the general 
feeling of the town centre being empty and dull has made residents look in other directions. 
The majority of journeys are made by car although the younger and older generations use the 500 
bus route to access the centre of Banbury.   We always have a concern about the viability of this 
bus service and its timetable. This is particularly important for students who need to access 
evening/weekend jobs as well as the college.  The decision made in Banbury in relation to all 
forms of  transport, have a direct effect on us in Middleton Cheney. 
Residents do use Banbury for leisure activities. Spice Ball, The Light, Lock 29, The Mill and the 
pubs, restaurants and clubs are all favourites. There are however always complaints from the 
younger generation that there is not enough. Young families also find that Banbury is not meeting 
their leisure needs.  
 
What vision would Middleton Cheney like to see for Banbury 2050? 
We would like to see a vibrant, buzzing and inclusive town centre. We would like to see the 
historical centre looked after with a high level of maintenance.  Lets take pride in what we have 
got.  Small independent businesses should be encouraged to open in the town centre. As well as 
making it a more pleasant destination, this will also encourage tourism and the economic benefits 
which follow.  
It is well accepted that we all like to see a varied and independent High Street. However the reality 
is that a portion of stores and businesses are likely to be owned, or are franchises, of the big 
national and international chains. When these businesses establish themselves in Banbury it 
would be fair for Middleton to be allocated “a piece of the pie” to support the wider community, 
either from Cherwell or as part of the agreement from the business themselves, as we are within 5 
kms of the town centre and most of our population will contribute, in no small way, to profits. 
Many young people from Middleton are buying their first homes in Brackley or Bicester.  The 
provision of quality town centre eco homes is vital.  There should be a mix of housing association 
shared ownership and private rental but also homes for aspirational young professionals.  We 
need to attract this demographic as they will help to support a range of businesses in the town 
during the daytime but also the night time economy. These developments must be planned within 
the overall vision for Banbury and include green spaces, cycle routes in and out of the centre as 
well as safe footpaths, electric car charging points and drone ports for Amazon delivery’s etc.  
Along side developments like this many of the old office blocks, retail spaces and empty 
warehouse units near to the town centre (within walking distance) need to be refurbished and re 
planned. This will also increase the number of people living near to the town centre.   
Travel into Banbury should be part of the plan. Both the train and bus stations are in need of 
redevelopment and pleasant walkways created, so the walk into the town centre is accessible for 
all, safe and pleasant and so the 2 sites are linked. We would like to see the current locations kept 
so residents of Middleton Cheney can easily access public transport to “any where”!  However the 
area between the Train Station and the Bus Station (Bridge Street area) is in need of re 
development.  This will encourage all age groups, as well as tourists, to spend leisure time in 
Banbury.  Within the next 10 years we see the congestion on the roads around the town centre 
and  the affordability of car parking to continue to be a problem.  Perhaps the vision for 2050 
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should be an increased use of driverless car routes, shared cars, community transport, excellent 
public transport etc so the congestion and car parking issues become less of an issue. Middleton  
Cheney must have a secure bus route to and from Banbury.  An increasing number of cars now 
drop off and pick up children from Banbury who attend the schools in the village.  This is causing 
considerable congestion with cars.   
Approx 1/3 of a students who have attended Chenderit School go onto finish their post 16 
education at Banbury College. Good transport links are vital if this is to remain an option in 2050.  
It is also important that the college meets the needs of the local population and the local 
industries. The collage needs to extend its offering of courses supporting apprenticeships and a 
wider variety of more academic courses.  Again this will help to encourage young aspirational 
individuals to remain in Banbury.  
Part of any redevelopment of the Bridge Street area could include an expansion of The Mill into a 
21st Century larger venue which will attract larger audiences and hence more nationally known 
bands/ acts as well as continuing to support new acts and local amateur and professional groups.  
It is important that all cultural, age and demographic groups are reflected in the offering.  
Everything from professional Shakespeare to local dance and music groups.  The current location 
and building are part of the local heritage, and we would not wish to see a total relocation. The 
current site and historical context should be preserved as part of the redevelopment.  
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https://www.middletoncheney.org.uk/uploads/sng26144.pdf?v=1701344127


 

 
 



 

Clerk: 01295 713500 - Email: clerk@middletoncheney.org.uk 
 



 

Clerk: 01295 713500 - Email: clerk@middletoncheney.org.uk 
 



 

Clerk: 01295 713500 - Email: clerk@middletoncheney.org.uk 
 



 

Clerk: 01295 713500 - Email: clerk@middletoncheney.org.uk 
 



 

Clerk: 01295 713500 - Email: clerk@middletoncheney.org.uk 

 



 

Clerk: 01295 713500 - Email: clerk@middletoncheney.org.uk  



 

Clerk: 01295 713500 - Email: clerk@middletoncheney.org.uk 

 



 

Clerk: 01295 713500 - Email: clerk@middletoncheney.org.uk 

 



 

 

 

Authorisation of Payments 

Dec-23 

Month 9 - Tax Year 2023-24 
24/11/2023 INV-3379 BACS NCALC 33.00 6.60 39.60  Finance for councillors - NM 

06/12/2023 INV-3416 BACS NCALC 42.00 8.40 50.40  CIL and S106 - NM 

12/11/2023 CSD-20383 BACS MICROSOFT 365 103.20 20.64 123.84  Microsoft 365 subscription 

20/11/2023 5432 BACS Round and about 450.00 0.00 450.00  Cheney Chatter print and distribution 

05/01/2023 

Month 7 PAYE statement 

BACS HMRC PAYE n/a 

524.03  NIEEs October- November £210.20 

 NIERS October-November £313.83 

Month 8 PAYE statement 718.29  NIEEs November- December 289.40 

 NIERS November-December £428.89 

21/11/2023 4015069 BACS plantscape 1175.00 235.00 1410.00  Christmas lights 

30/11/2023 SI23-173711 BACS Churches fire 54.59 10.92 65.51  Fire Extinguisher service 

06/12/2023 312964 BACS Broxap 420.00 84.00 504.00  Additional dog waste bin 

29/11/2023 Quote only BACS Colin Robbins 244.87 0.00 244.87  External light replacement 

26/11/2023 7127 BACS Shield 147.33 29.47 176.80 4511 Dog waste bin collection 

15/12/2023 87051 DD Rydal Security 76.78 15.36 92.14  CCTV  

08/10/2023 8050816 DD Hiscox 310.08 0.00 310.08  Insurance 

08/11/2023 GBP01044050166833617 DD Nest 164.10 0.00 £164.10 4020 Pensions 

08/12/2023 27215576 DD O2 22.50 4.50 27.00 4553 Mobile contracts 

14/12/2023 897087 DD Onecom 76.36 15.27 91.63  Broadband 

30/11/2023 . DD Seimens 103.00 20.60 123.60 4550 CCTV lease 

30/11/2023 479021 DD SGW Payroll 33.50 6.70 40.20 4022 Payroll 

09/12/2023 369459 DD Tower leasing 157.00 31.40 188.40 4550 CCTV system, tilt zoom camera, pole 

31/08/2023 December BACS Sue Cameron 4000 ≤Month's salary 

30/09/2023 December BACS Richard Jerrams Coughtrey 4000 Monthly salary 

30/09/2023 December BACS Debbie Burdett 4000 Monthly salary 

30/06/2023 December BACS Pip Davis 4000 ≤Monthly salary, TBC 

        

      Total 8,961.47  & Salaries    

           

       Bank Balances as at 18/12/2023 

       Community Account 115 

       Business Premium Account 360 175,428.97 

            Business Premium Account 259 223,501.32 


